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This course explores the relationship between crime and society, as well as how crime has changed
under contemporary globalized conditions. In the first semester, we will use an interdisciplinary lens
to learn about and discuss crime issues in contemporary Japanese society, such as Japan’s
comparatively low levels of crime, the ‘yakuza’, and violence against women. In the second semester,
students will explore how globalization has contributed towards changes and innovation in crime and
its control through discussing topics such as human trafficking, terrorism, and crime in the ‘smart

city’.
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This course will explore the current state of illegal drug use, markets and control across the world.
We will critically consider and debate different approaches to drug control, from prohibition, to
depenalization, decriminalization, harm reduction, medicalization and legalization. The course will
conclude with a discussion about the future of drug policy.
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This course aims to connect theory and method, and provide students with the necessary skills and
knowledge to conduct criminological research. We will explore the main research designs
(experimental designs, cross-sectional designs, longitudinal designs, case study designs, and

comparative designs) and exemplary studies.
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